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Heywood 1940s Day

This year’s Township sponsored Heywood 1940's Day on Saturday the 23rd 
June 2018 was another great success with record crowds in attendance 
throughout the entire day. 
The prelude was a swing band jive night on Friday the 22nd June 2018, 
organised and hosted by Heywood Civic Centre. 
The heavily decorated Town was thriving, vibrant and busy. Charities raised 
funds and local businesses benefited massively.
The Event date was again chosen to support Armed Forces Week and it 
worked superbly, with a very well attended Armed Forces Day Flag raising and 
a Commemorative Service in The Memorial Gardens and a very large Parade 
marching through the packed Town Centre, led by The Scots Guards 
Association Pipes and Drums with many Flag Standards on Parade, many 
Veterans and all cadets represented in great numbers, enactors, a hundred 
children each carried a balloon with the years1918 to 2018 on them to 
commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War One, The 
Littleborough School Band, military vehicles and over fifty motor cycles from 
The Lee Rigby Foundation. Next year’s Event will be chosen to once again to 
coincide with and support Armed Forces Week to maintain the fantastic high 
profile Heywood has to put on such successful Events and Parades. 
Visitors and exhibitors travelled from as far away as Kent, all praised our town 
for its friendly atmosphere and the effort and funding put in by the Council and 
local businesses. 
 
Manchester Bee

Township funded the installation of a floral Bee in Queens Park to support, 
remember and commemorate the first anniversary of the Manchester Terrorist 
atrocity of the 22nd May 2017. 

Heywood Integrated Neighbourhood Team

The Heywood Integrated Neighbourhood Team set up in July 2017 and working 
out from Heywood Township Office has been extremely successful in its first 
year in improving the health, wellbeing and quality of life of a large number of 
Heywood residents working holistically and integrating in the Community.
Many thanks for all their hard work.

Hopwood Park 

One of the many Events held in the Park which is a pleasure to report on is The 
Friends of Hopwood Park magnificently attended Community Big Easter Egg 



Hunt Event on Good Friday in which many children took part and refreshments 
were available from The Cabin. Hundreds of children eagerly searched for an 
Easter egg, the Friends of Hopwood Park, the Easter Bunny and two very 
special helpers hid a whopping 750 chocolate bunnies around the park, with an 
additional 19 star prize Easter eggs to be won for those who discovered a 
specially marked one. Two egg hunts took place around the grounds of the 
park: the under-fives had their own hunt around the bowling green, whilst the 
under-11s had free reign of the whole of Hopwood Park. Seventeen children 
took part in the Easter bonnet contest, with four prizes given to the most 
creative designs, including a helter-skelter, a Despicable Me minion, a colourful 
affair, and a red top hot, there was free ice cream for all bonnet contestants. 
The Easter Bunny handed out small chocolate eggs and bunnies to all those 
who didn’t find a prize, so no child went home empty-handed.

Big free children’s activity and fun day with wild flower meadow seeding was 
held on Saturday the 7th April 2018, sponsored by The Heywood Activities 
Partnership, the day was very well attended and all enjoyed the inflatables, 
games and crafts.   

The transformation of the old transport office in to a Café is well under way 
thanks to Township contributions and is due to open this September. Seasonal 
events will continue throughout the entire year.

RAF Centenary

The Heywood Veterans Association held a respectful Service in Heywood 
Memorial Gardens on Sunday the 1st April 2018 to recognise and 
commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the RAF.

Queens Park

Good news is that the reconstruction of the Theatre is complete and it is now 
fully open, being used and available for all our excellent Summer activities 
programme in our Green Flag Park. Many thanks to our Environmental 
Management team for all their hard work and overcoming numerous obstacles 
both material and legal. 
Many thanks to our new proprietor of the Café which supports all Park 
activities, they are a credit to the public and the Café is well established as a 
Community Hub which runs throughout the entire year. 
 
Back O’Moss Community Centre

Back O’ Moss Community Centre has built up and excellent client base 
providing amongst others, very reasonable pensioners lunches, outings, bingo,  
after school clubs, NHS provision and numerous family social events creating 
excellent Community Cohesion.  
 
Heywood Foodbank

The need for Heywood Foodbank to move out of their existing premises has 
become critical and Heywood Township is assisting them to relocate to the 
Back O’Moss Community Centre.



St. George’s Day

Township Chair proudly raised the St. George Flag in Heywood Memorial 
Gardens with fellow Elected Members, the Heywood Veterans Association, with 
Flag Standard, and members of the public.

Heywood Link Road

Plans for the new Junction 19  M62 link road, which will help to create 
thousands of new jobs and homes, have moved closer following the decision 
by the Secretary of State not to call in the planning application. The proposals, 
will see the delivery of 1,000 new homes, 1.5million square feet of employment 
space and a new primary school over the next 18 years, The decision brings 
millions of pounds of investment into the borough of Rochdale, including 
funding already allocated to the new link road. The Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority is to contribute £10.3m to the project and Highways 
England has committed a further £1.75m. The remainder of the cost will be met 
by the developer. The scheme is estimated to be worth £175m per annum to 
the local economy once complete, and is set to create around 2,800 full time 
equivalent jobs plus a further 180 temporary construction jobs each year during 
the build. The benefits of the new link road will be felt by the local community as 
well as the numerous logistics businesses already located within the Borough, 
with significant traffic taken off local routes. Vehicles accessing South Heywood 
Distribution Park will no longer have to travel through Heywood town centre or 
up to Simister Island and onto the M66 motorway. A primary school will be 
created at the site, alongside eight hectares of public open space and a multi-
use games area. The developer will also plough more than £1m into local bus 
services and new bus stops.

Police and Community Safety 

The Heywood Neighbourhood Inspector Paul Wood will be working with the 
Community and all partner agencies over the next twelve months, building on 
the keen community spirit that exists in Heywood and is targeting reductions in 
crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Over the coming twelve months he will be coordinating a number of initiatives 
to reduce anti-social behavior and arrest offenders.

I was invited to and took part as an adjudicator in the GMP “Giving Back to our 
Communities” Fund Event, referred to in my previous Report. Due to an 
unprecedented amount of interest, RBC doubled the £10,000 of seized criminal 
assets available to Groups applying. The Event took place in Heywood Civic 
Centre and was a massive success, extremely well attended with six hard 
working Community Groups benefitting and all of whom will be targeting 
reductions in anti-social behaviour to the benefit of the Town.

Inspector Wood believes that working with the community is the key to any 
success that Heywood Neighbourhood team attains and will be interacting with 
the community in a number of ways, such as online PACT meetings to be 



conducted every month and face to face meetings will be conducted every 
three months or by exception. PCSOs will conduct surgeries within the 
community and most importantly his team will be seen actively out and about 
on patrol speaking with and engaging all.
 
Cllr Peter Rush
Chair of Heywood Township

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Heywood Township 
Committee.


